NEVER

IN THE TWILIGHT
wITH THIS POET
by Anna Tonelli

I_]': calls them quite simply “sea-
ons,” the changing seasons of
his life, those that produced his child-
hood dreams, brought the privations
of adolescence and imprisonment in
Germany, and paced his adventure
into filmmaking in Rome, his screen-
writing for the world’s most ac-
claimed directors, his abiding explo-
ration of poetry, and his active retreat
in the hills of Pennabilli.

These are the seasons forging which
Tonino Guerra has made it to 85, a
‘marker that this tireless man born and
bred in Romagna is certainly not tak-
ing to be a finish line of any sort.
Quite the opposite: this is a prod; it’s
urging him on to do even more, and
to do so with even greater impetus
than before. In fact, although most of
the work for which Tonino Guerra is
famous has been in poetry and
screenwriting (witness Fellini’s Amar-
cord and the Taviani brothers’ La
Notte di San Lorenzo), he is now de-
voting himself to multiple projects in
different areas of activity: one exam-
ple is theater, but he is also painting
(his watercolors are the most beauti-
ful) and doing urban design, decora-
tion, and choreography, always work-
ing out a solution for this or that
problem, such as, How might this his-
toric building be improved? Or, How
best to exploit the features of this ho-
tel? (We need large windows that give
onto the sea.) Or he will be thinking
up fresh ideas and putting them for-
ward, ideas such as embellishing a pi-
azza with a fountain or a line of cher-
1y trees, or having a museum that ex-
hibits a single piece, or enlivening tra-
ditional holidays like Christmas with
comets and luminescent trees that sa-
vor of poetry.

There is always a poetic thought, a
fantastical image conceived for each
town, each situation, and each event.
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Tonino Guerra is a source of ideas
that never runs dry, a spring from
which inspiration gushes out un-
spoiled and endless. Even to this day
heis writing for cinema and supplying
ideas to directors like Rosi, Anto-
nioni, Angelopoulos, and the Taviani
brothers. O

From OUR 20™
CENTURY
CORRESPONDENT
by Andrea Vianello

t. Biagi, 60 years have passed

ince World War II. Are we re-

ally losing sight of the importance of

what happened then, of the values
that seized us?

“1, for one, haven’t forgotten—alas!

They called us GUF (University Fas-

cist Group) and told us that we were

all volunteers. But we couldn’t say no.
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Next to my desk was that of Cesare
Zanzani, and he died as a lieutenant in
Russia. No one ever found out what
happened to him. I go back to him
every so often in my thoughts, since,
as it happens, you have a season of
hope and then one of memories. And
if you have no memories, then you
‘haven’tlived your life. I was a reporter
with the Resto del Carlino the day that
war was declared: it was 1940 and T
was 20. I remember a woman dressed
in black who was crying under a com-
‘memorative display listing the names
soldiers who had fallen during the
Great War. This is the picture by
which T remember that whole peri-
od.”

Are there still people who will tell sto-
ries like these?

“Tt may be that anniversaries become
one occasion for people to do so. You
can't say you've had a life if you have
no memories. They used to say to us
that we were the disciples of the Ro-

‘mans, that we were glorious.”

Let us get to your memories of a more
recent past: you joined RAT 1961. The
network was still young and full of
hopes.

“The offer to work at RAI came to me
from Bernabel, a characterful person
of great intelligence. I took on my new
role with enthusiasm: there was still a
lot of forging and inventing to do; we
were a bunch of young people and
had ample freedom. Of course, even
then an authority was in place: you'll
always have people eager to make
everyone happy. They're extremely
dangerous and they operate under big
‘misconceptions.”

Do you remember ever requesting to
do a TV report and fearing it would
spark a controversy?

“No. T've always thought that any-
thing could happen in consequence
of what I was doing, but that there
was nothing I couldn’t get out of
knowing I was acting in good faith.
‘You sometimes hear it said that this or
that reporter has sold out to the other
side. I find that somewhat irritating
because no one’s ever offered me any
‘money. I am virtuous by force of cir-

Have you ever interviewed anyone
who has been a history-maker?

“Tt wasn’t an interview but a conver-
sation I had with a woman, not a very
young woman. Her name was Lisa
Broggi: she'd founded a nursery
school in Porta Mantovana for the
children of prison inmates. She was a
friend of mine and died in my arms.
But I also remember another friend
who would send pasta to those kids
everyday so that they could have their
meals. I've met some extraordinarily
generous people, and some extraordi-
narily base ones, too: There is a mea-
sureless greatness in us, but also a
measureless baseness. Relationships
are always difficult.”

You have spoken before of the diffi-
culty involved in keeping out of the
interview the image by which the in-
terviewee is widely perceived. How
important is it to be able to do that?

“I strongly dislike provocative ques-
tions. Asking someone questions
about an affair they might be having
is neither bold nor daring—its sim-
ply stupid, because questions of that
sort can only concern that person’s
private life. I believe the rules we
should follow in relating to others
are all encapsulated within the Ten
Commandments and the Golden
Rule, Do not do unto others what
you would not have done unto you.
Words can kill: they can do irrepara-
ble damage to reputations; there are
lives that stand affected. And how
can you make amends? A retraction
won't do: it is simply a news item de-
livered twice over.”

What is the interview you've always
wanted to do?

“I think the important thing is that
you interview someone whose great-
ness or misery people want to know
about at that particular time.”

Would you interview, say, Osama Bin
Laden today?

“I don’t think I understand him, so I
wouldn't know what questions to ask
him. If you kill someone you're a mur-
derer; if you send thousands out to die
you're probably a statesman. So you
have to find a common ground: Is it
worth a fight?”

The current international situation
has produced journalists of a new
kind, the embedded journalists who
reported on the second war in Irag
from within the American military
units. Is this really a novelty or is it
simply history repeating itself?

“It’s the latter of the two. Even in the
war of 1940 journalists could report
from the frontline, and there were
‘many ways to do so, t00.”

They say the new wars are even more
difficult to report on because they are
televised wars. Is it your sense that
news reporting in time of war is
doomed to follow the course of vari-
ety television?

“The way I would report war is [
would look for the ordinary soldier
and ask him to tell me about himself:
about what he misses, his girlfriend
and his mom; what he thinks about
his country; has he made any friends,
what is he afraid of.”

Giulio De Benedetti would say that
boredom is a journalist’s worst defect.
Have you met many such journalists?
“T've met many boring journalists. It's
a defect not let others read about you,
but it’s as much a defect to get others
to write about you with an exclama-
tion point—with scandal. The charity
principle holds for journalists, too:

we're not a privileged class. If we talk
about someone who has done wrong,
and if we follow the charity principle,
we will respect that person as a hu-
man creature, no matter how many
words we expend in telling the story.
Someone may do something loath-
some today, but that doesn’t entitle us
to say what will happen tomorrow.
We are witnesses, not judges. We are
human and have our likes and dis-
likes, and our biases; there are people
we understand more than others and
feel closer to. It’s a difficult proposi-
tion to untangle ourselves from all
these things.”

You have written that the important
principles are, in the end, the princi-
ples we have been taught by our
mothers. What principles has your
mother taught you?

“Don’t tell lies. Tt used to be the prac-
tice in schools to ask students what
their fathers did for a living, so that the
information could be marked down
on a register. My father was a factory
worker when I was in middle school,
and T said that he was an office worker
instead. T went home and told my
mother about that, so she came with
me to school the next morning,
stepped into the classroom, and
turned to the teacher saying, ‘Enzo is
here to apologize to you because his fa-
ther works in a factory.” That episode
has stuck with me ever since.” u}

THE PRESIDENT’S TEAM
by Maurizio Ortobene

]:3 the April elections for the presi-
lency of Emilia-Romagna, Vasco
Errani took 62.7% of the votes and
won a second term in office. He has
since formed the team that will be
leading the region, appointing an un-
dersecretary for the president’s office
and 12 councilors, one of whom, Lino
Zanichelli, was born in Argentina to
Ttalian parents.

Errani will also be leading until 2010
the Conference of the Presidents of
Italian Regions, having served as vice
president of the same body for the
past five years.

Economic, social, and 1

than the national economy and has
even outpaced the average growth of
the driving regions of the north. But
there are also large gaps, and we
shouldn’t keep these out of sight.
Quite the contrary, they point to the
need to focus on development and
quality and to work toward a new
economy based on know-how and in-
novation, consolidating our excel-
lence networks and setting up a
strong system that will enable busi-
nesses, the universities, and credit in-
stitutions to work closely together.”
“Welfare is one point of excellence,”
Errani went on to comment, “but we
also need new solutions that can
make a difference when it comes to is-
sues such as aging, youth, immigra-
tion, and the new forms of poverty.”
And then, finally, we have the envi-
ronment. Here, we need to “set qual-
ity standards and restrictions in view
of the future we see and want to build
for Emilia-Romagna.” Which means
securing clean air, water, and energy
and working to improve waste man-
agement, transport, and security.
“This challenge will take a team ef-
fort. We need to take a leap forward,
and we can do it if we're in it togeth-
er. The instrument we have is our
Pact for Quality Development.”

The first items on the agenda will be
the law on labor, the new law on so-
cial cooperation, the plan for produc-
tive activities, the effort to bring our
trade shows under a unified system
and to integrate our centers for farm
and food products, and the energy
plan, focused on saving energy and
doing research on new sources of en-
ergy, such as hydrogen.

The challenges that Errani set in re-
gard to public health are three: con-
solidating the health system for all, in-
tegrating social and health services,
and developing the fund for the so-
cially dependent, a fund built over the
last two years on an experimental ba-
sis using regional resources only. Also,
special attention will be devoted to
providing affordable rents (with the
so-called 3,000-homes plan), and the
law on immigration will be receiving
the support of a three-year program
designed to help foreign residents
achieve social i Another fo-

issues will top the agenda, a strategic
plan that Errani outlined at the as-
sembly held to inaugurate the eighth
legislature.

“The data we have on hand, on GNP,
exports, investment, and the like,” the
president said, “indicates that the re-
gion’s economy is performing better

cus will be on infrastructures and
transport. Three objectives have been
set in this regard: to shift traffic from
the roadways to the railways, to im-
prove traffic in the cities, and to speed
up the large public-works projects
launched in agreement with the na-
tional government. O

A CHARTER SETTING
Out THE GROUND
RuLEs

by Giorgio Savona

’I‘hc Regional Council is changing
its name to Legislative Assembly,
and by the time the next elections
come around, its members will in-
crease from 50 to 65. There will be no
fewer than eight assessori (regional of-
ficials having administrative powers)
and no more than 12. Further, the
president will be empowered to ap-
point an undersecretary to his office, a
position analogous to that of the un-
dersecretary serving at the office of
the president of the council of minis-
ters. These are only a few of the
changes introduced by the new Char-
ter for Emilia-Romagna, a document
that came into force last April 2, and
that can be found online at www.re-
gione.emilia-romagna.it/wem/er-
mes/pagine/statuto.htm. The char-
ter—73 articles laying out “the
ground rules”—is introduced by a
preamble whose opening lines re-
mind us emphatically that the region
is founded on the values that drove
the Resistenza (the wartime move-
ment against Nazism and Fascism)
and on the ideals of freedom and na-
tional unity that inspired our Risorgi-
mento. So, too, we are told that the re-
gion stands for the rights and princi-
ples written into the Italian Constitu-
tion and supported by the European
Union.

Noteworthy, in this last regard, is that
the region is empowered under the
charter to play a role in the enactment
of EU law, this by passing laws de-
signed to promptly transpose every
year EU directives pertaining to the
region itself.

Some of the provisions in the new
charter take immediate effect, one
example being the provision through
which the Regional Council changes
its name to Legislative Assembly.
Other provisions will instead require
regional laws that will bring them in-
to force. There are also provisions ded-
icated to the people and communities
whose origins are in Emilia-Romagna
‘but who have since taken up residence
abroad. Article 2 of the charter de-
scribes them as “an important com-
ponent of the regional society, a re-
source to be valued and through
which to keep alive the memory of
our emigration and to strengthen
our bonds with the countries in
which they live.”
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