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                                                  COMENIUS PARTNERSHIPS                  

Project Meeting

Comenius Regio „Youth Educational System”

THE PALACE OF CHILDREN – Iasi
Founded in 1953 under the denomination of the House of Pioneers with only seven clubs, the present Palace of Children has undergone dramatic changes as far as the number of clubs, their diversity and accomplishments are concerned.
At the present time, the Palace of Children functions with 60 clubs focused on cultural, artistical, technical, practical, scientific, sport and touristic activities. They appeal to children in kindergardens, elementary, middle, vocational and high schools in Iasi county.
The activities are coordinated by a qualified staff, specialized in spare time activities, the staff being comprised of teachers, engineers, coreographers and coaches.

The material basis consists of 2 buildings situated downtown Iasi (10 Saulescu St. and 2 Carol The First Blvd.) and 3 green houses in the Copou Park.

The 2 buildings are patrimony objectives: on Saulescu St.-The Beldiman House, built in 1819, belonging to an old high society family; and on Carol The First Blvd.-The Cozadini-Pascanu House, built in 1840 and belonging to an old, rich family.
The institution owns equipment, technology and materials necessary to the good working of all the clubs. At present, the Palace of Children has connections with similar institutions in 12 countries on 3 continents.

“The Palace of Children is an educational institution which deals with specific instructive-educational activities outside the classroom, an institution where children complete their knowledge and go deeper into some domains, develop skills according to their calling and options, and where their spare time may be organized in high-quality educational programs.
These free-of-charge activities may be attended according to their own choice by pre-schoolers, children from elementary, middle, vocational and high schools, as well as children coming from orphanages, regardless of their nationality, sex and religion, according to their interest, skills and preferences.”

(Excerpt from the Regulations of organization and functioning of Clubs and Palaces of Children, approved through O.M. no. 3425/16.03.1998, according to Law no.128/1997 concerning the Status of Didactic Staff in Romania).
The “Melos” club- for pop music vocal coaching at the Palace of Children Iasi, was created in October 2005 by its coordinating teacher, prof. Gabriela Nechita, and it proved to be a true fertile ground for the extraordinary artistic development of children with ages between 5 and 19 years old. 
From the beginning, prof. Nechita’s commitment was to provide vocal instruction at the highest international standards, and to create a new generation of complete, accomplished artists who will bring good music back into the lives and houses of Romanians.
Five years and over 600 awards later, the singers of the “Melos” club earned the respect and appreciation of juries and specialists at the most prestigious national and international festivals, as well as that of the public which discovers with delight and surprise the immense talent and hard work of these young singers. 

Our students are known and recognized everywhere, our club’s immage being a true “brand” of the highest professionalism that our children display in Romania and abroad. They are constantly involved in numerous projects and activities, from intense and complex vocal training and instruction, to concerts, recordings, launching of CD’s and appearances in the media, from the written press, to radio and television. The latest accomplishment in this respect is that of our student Madalina Lefter, a 12-year-old girl who signed a contract to appear on the renown television show “Ti lascio una canzone” in the Itlaian network RAI UNO.
But the real practical experience where our your singers can display their talent, and where they can receive the confirmation and rewarding of their hard work comes in the form of the numerous singing and song-writing competitions. The  true value of our students shines year after year in the most prestigious and difficult festivals and competitions in Romania and abroad such “Ti Amo”-Onesti, “Mamaia Copiilor”, “Cerbul de Aur Jr.”, “Suflet de Stea”-Alesd, “Delfinul de Aur”-Navodari,  “Eurokids”-Italia, “Il Pulcinella d’Oro”-Italia, “Trixie”-Bulgaria, etc. In front of the most demanding juries and in fair competition with the best voices in Romania and abroad, the singers from the “Melos” club succeed in conquering the most important prizes and awards, and the respect of their peers. 
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