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Basis:

The ground for the comparison of the two educational systems:
· The documents provided by EURYDICE – the network for information on European education, network which has been one of the strategic mechanisms created by the European Coimission and the Member States of the EU since 1980 to help cooperation through a better understanding of the political educational systems.

· The National Education Law (LEN) in Romania which has been approved since Jan 4 2011, with mentions which have become active since Feb 11 2011

The student body and the teaching language

Romania – the teaching language is romanian, but also minority languages (hungahian, german, bulgarian, polish, serbian, rromani, turkish, russian, slovac) as required by LEN. The student body in 2010 was of 4.324.992 distributed to each level of schooling

Ialy – the teaching language is Italian, but also minority languages (albanian, catalan, german, greek, croatian, french, etc) – Law 482/1999. The student body in 2010 was of 7.804.711 distributed to each level of schooling.

Note: Resemblance

Administrative control
Romania – Department of Education, Research and Sports is made up by several other departments with speciffic duties on all levels of education. MECTS has the obligation to establish and implement the national education politics. The process of decision-making at a national level is assisted by structures of experts and consulting organisations established by law. On a local aspect, the County School Inspectors act as special de-centralized organisations. School units are led by CA formed of 7, 9 or 13 members and led by a president. The CA atributes are assuming public resonsability for the performances of the school unit next to the director.
Italy – The Department of Education, Universities and Research (Ministero dell’Istruzione dell’Universita e della Richerca) is the one responsible for the education in schools, but can assign differnet bodies as responsible for provinces and regions. According to the law 59/15 March 1997 and the Decret DPR 275/1999, the schools have guaranteed autonomy.
Note: In the Administrative control area, there are differences between the 2 systems, with the mention that the de-centrelizing process of the school units in Romania is at its start and a process that requires time.

Also, in what the quality control is concerned in Italy as well as Romania that is ensured by legislative documents Romania –Legea 87/2006 and in Italy there is the National Evaluation and Formation Service – INVALSI but by institutions with different names.

The Structure of the Educational System – Romania
Early schooling (0-6 years)

· Ante-preschool

· Pre-school

Primary schooling

· Prep grade

· Classes I-IV

Secondary schooling

· Secondary inferior – pre-highschool classes V-IX

· Secondaru superior – Highschool classes X-XII/XIII for theoretic, technologic, vocational

Professional schooling with a duration of 6-2 years

Third Schooling

General mandatory schooling is the primary and inferior secondary.

Technical schooling contains classes XII and XIII of highschool, professional, technical or vocational

Professional and technical schooling is formed of

· Professional schooling

· Technical schooling

· Post-highschool schooling

„School after School” Program
By the decision of the CA there can be After-School activities organized in partnership with local public authorities, parrent associations, specialised ONGs such as:
· Educative activities, recreation, talent development, accelerated learning, special teaching.
· The state can finance the After School program or the school units can submit projects for the European Social Fund in thehopes of getting alternate financing.
The Structure of the Italian Schooling System

Pre-primary schooling (scuola dell’infanzia) – is between 3 and 6 years and is the first stage of education and formation and is not mandatory. The pre-primary education is without a fee just like in Romania, where the exception are private schools. In this domain there are 2 differences between the two countries in the hours allocated to this schooling

Mandatory Schooling

First schooling cycle
Primary School – age 6-11 – unlike Romania

Secondary school – age 11-14 – unlike Romania

Secondary Schooling Cycle

Differences: in Italy the mandatory schooling is from 6 to 16. The education convers the first cycle of 8 years. In Romania the mandatory education is formed by the primary and inferior secondary cycles which mean 9 years.

CURRICULUM
In Italy as well as in Romania, the national curriculum is created according to:

1. The needs for personal development

2. The needs of the labor market and the community

3. The principle of subsidising

The schooling system structure

The duration of the school year and the number of classes per week

Romania – The school year has 35 weeks, between September 15th and June 15th and the number of hours per week is according to the school level:

· 20h primary schooling

· 25h pre-highschool

· 30h highschool

Students work 5 days per week.

Italy – The school year has 33 weeks (200 days) between September 1st and June 30th and the number of hours per week is set by each school unit according to their autonomy.

From a comparative analysis it results that there are differences between the number of school hours, but these differences are in relation to the targeted group of students (cultural, soci-economic context, etc) and this is something that does not affect the quality of the schooling system.

Schooling for special needs students

In this domain there are major differences between the two systems.

In Romania, students with special needs are schooled in specialized units and the structure of the schooling process is very similar to that in the public schooling system (each curriculum is adapted to the different needs).

In Italy, the special needs students are integrated in the public system and not in special units.

Reforms and initiatives at an European level

The European Strategy 2020
The European System of Qualification

The Lisbon Strategy

The Continued Learning Strategy

Financing schooling

1. Both countries have financingfor both public and private schooling systems
2. In Romania as well as in Italy schools can access European Funding (The European Social Fund) in order to develop the human resources department or to equip schools.

Conclusions

The legislation in the Education System in Romania and Italy has similar characteristics although they differ in what concerns the number of hours and such. The end result of both systems is the same:
· It is centered on the beneficiary: the student

· Both systems assume responsibility for the services offered

· De-centralizing the institutions

· Equal opportunities

· Guaranteeing quality 
