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                                                      COMENIUS PARTNERSHIPS                                                                               

I wish to give my personal witness of activities done by AIPI and CDLEI during last years.

Sabrina Ardizzoni during the  meeting in October, Loubna on the same occasion and today Roberto Pasquali have already spoken about AIPI activities with regard to laboratories, the teaching of Italian as L2, after school for children with difficulties in the study. 

About the crucial role that over the years developed   CDLEI: teaching to teachers of any level in our  region, you have heard today from Mirca Ognissanti and Raffaella Pagani. 

The aspect I would like to testify today is the education of teachers. 

I have a long collection of certificates of attendance of courses and seminars organized from one or the other, often together. 

When during the school year 2003-2004 the headmaster of the Aldini Valeriani (a prestigious industrial technical institute where I worked for about 20 years) officially appointed me to take care of welcome, inclusion and mentoring of more and more foreign students, I felt the  responsibility to do the best and profitable work for them . 

I saw that the problems were different and serious: 
to find the way  to submit to a preventive screening pupils, since under the label "foreign students" were newly arrived children and young people born in Italy 
 to organize courses of Italian as L2 possibly even before the school calendar 
 to get familiar with the legislation regarding foreign children and their right to study 
 to learn to work in the classroom on several levels 
 to address the final assessment and the ones during the year 
 to help colleagues to understand the problems of  students with learning difficulties due to the foreign language in which it was conveyed the discipline, often very hard to understand even   for native speakers of Italian (our average school failure has always been around 35/40%) 

How? Where to go for help? 
I turned to Alessandra Forlani, one of the founding members AIPI, I had contacted for literacy courses at our institute. 

Alexandra told me about CDLEI, about the material that I could find in the library,  of courses and seminars organized by  this centre, often together with AIPI. 
A long journey began, an always useful, journey an illuminating path, solving many doubts, many daily difficulties, a comparison path, a path of practical suggestions, expendable immediately in  the reality of classes, a path that gradually I summarized in ppt that I shared with colleagues who clung to my efforts to update in intra-moenia seminars. 
I wish here to show you one of those ppt work  to illustrate concretely what I'm trying to say. 
The suggestions I received during the CDLEI Courses  became for me normal teaching practice.

Here's how !
I taught Italian, History, Geography. 
In Italian, I began to buy for  the school library simplified elementary, intermediate and advanced text books. The Italian-speaking children did  not read those texts, they  faced more complex texts. 

The tests  for foreign students were done on those  simplified texts borrowed from the school library and regarded guided summaries, exercises on vocabulary, phrases to be rebuilt, text comprehension. 

There were many moments, such as the preparation of common theme, where Italian e foreign students worked together : if I supposed that non Italian students  would not understand the topic of discussion I search Wikipedia for a simple text to help them to understand what we were talking about , sometimes using the translator to provided them with the version in their language, then I  transcribed on the board the key words the different students said , I made sure foreign  students understood properly the topic and the day of the test  I gave them a text with questions about what was said during the  brain storming.

A singular anecdote relates to this practice that I adopted: I wanted all my students to deal with the issue of vandalism, because of the episodes occurred in Italy, over which  I wanted the boys to reason and compare. Going to look for vandalism in the Chinese version, I found that in Chinese the word does not exist in the official language, as a phenomenon unthinkable in China. 

Always following  the suggestions of the courses made by  AIPI CDLEI, I always  devoted at least part of the lesson to a particular job with non-Italian speakers, when I had more time simplifying anthological texts , such as a story, in order to have  everyone working on the same subject. 

In history and geography the  teamwork practices of peer education has always been the basis of my teaching and together with the use of the web quest  have been an important  tool for teaching these two disciplines, generally unloved and poorly studied by students. 
Instead, the  applying of the web quest  as a learning practice produced  enthusiasm, commitment and true cooperation among comrades. 

There are many works that my students did  working together, helping those in need, involving all in the final work. 

I brought some examples of work done: 
The handbook of geography 
The history book 
Afghanistan 
Tell me about Islam 

At the conclusion of my speech-witness would like to emphasize that in general foreign students, including new comers , attending the two years classes where I taught  continued their studies with advantage, achieving a diploma and that this achievement was made possible by the help, the support and the  tips AIPI/ CDLEi have always given to students, me and all teachers who have sought advice from them. 
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