Report on CD/LEI (Documentation Centre – Laboratory on Intercultural Education) 
Education Department 
Municipality of Bologna


Visit of a Romanian delegation on 27th of April (Comenius Regio – YES Project) 

The nature and the activities of the Centre have been presented to the delegates, in order to let them understand how intercultural services work in a local public administration.
 We explained that CD/LEI was created in 1992, on the basis of an Agreement between the Municipality and the Province of Bologna, the Local Education Office and Department do Education of the University of Bologna. From 2002 the Centre is part of the Education Department of the Municipality of Bologna. It is meant to favour the insertion of foreign students within local schools, throughout the promotion of intercultural dialogue, equal opportunities and school success for migrant students. The centre supports and encourages the schools to run intercultural projects and joining transnational networks. It helps educational services to set up intercultural instruments (training courses, counselling, bilingual materials) which can help the school to manage cultural diversity. 

CD/LEI supports the exchange of best practices between educational services and throughout networks both at national and regional level. The intercultural dialogue is promoted throughout the  organisation of training courses, seminars and workshops, public events, documentation and information and counselling activities for multicultural schools and social services.
 

Activities 


CD/LEI offers training, information, counselling and documentation services to teachers, cultural mediators, educators, social workers, students and families. 
<< Intercultural training: courses, seminars, workshops for teachers, school staff and social workers on themes related to intercultural education, citizenship, education on  development, human rights and equal opportunities
 << Intercultural counselling: information desk on laws, projects, evaluation and case analyses concerning the inclusion of migrant students in school.
 << Documentation: Multicultural Library and Archive of intercultural experimentations which have been run by local schools
 << Materials: papers, cdrom, notes on training courses and seminars. Download of materials is available on the website: http://www.comune.bologna.it/istruzione/cd-lei/materiali.php 


We offered also a presentation of activities run with foreign families thanks to the Project SEIPIU’, financed by the Fondazione del Monte di Bologna e Ravenna. Within this Project CDLEi organises workshop for the acquisition of Italian Language for foreign students, and for the enhancement of their own self esteem. In particular, we talked about the importance of parents' involvement also in high school, where relationship between school and families are weaker.
 
Furthermore, CDLEI presented the project of SERVIZIO CIVILE PER SATRANIERI, which has employed two young coming from Cameroon and Eritrea in volunteering activities in the intercultural libraries. 
One of the two volunteer explained how the Multicultural Library has worked in the last two years, within the BIM project, promoted and financed by COOP Adriatica.
 
AIPI experts showed methods and materials for the support to language learning of foreign students within a big Vocational Institute of the urban territory (Istituto Aldini Valeriani). AIPI, which leads the SEIPIU' Project within the Rosa Luxemburg Institute, has presented the activities and methods used for the intercultural dialogue and for integration of foreign students in the school. 

CDLEI representatives who attended the meeting: 
Mirca Ognisanti, Raffaella Pagani, Abraham Tezare, Gabriella Dalla Ca'. 
